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the floor of congress.1 Mr. Rush2 has risen early and un-
expectedly, but I am mistaken if he does not aspire to still
higher dignities. His manners are extremely concilia-
tory and popular, his father's over again. The dear
children are all well. Susan and Julia I fear make little
progress at school, dancing excepted. We have no good
schools here. ...

TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

Washington.    March 13, 1814.

. . . . When I first came to the city, I found my-
self almost as much a stranger as I did 12 yrs ago, and
when I recalled to mind that society which had so often
circled round our fireside and beheld them scatter'd over
the world, separated by the waves of the Atlantic, some
by the ocean of eternity, sadness and sorrow mingled with
the pleasure of recollection. Altho' destitute of those
strong and tender ties with which affection and friend-
ship bind me to other places, Washington possesses a
peculiar interest and to an active, reflective, and am-
bitious mind, has more attractions than any other place
in America. This interest is daily increasing, and with
the importance and expansion of our nation, this is the
theatre on which its most interesting interests are dis-
cuss'd, by its ablest sons, in which its greatest characters
are called to act, it is every year, more and more the
resort of strangers from every part of the union, and all
foreigners of distinction who visit these states, likewise
visit this city. There are here peculiar facilities for
forming acquaintances, for a stranger cannot be long
here, before it is generally known. The house of repr'e-

1 Ezekiel Bacon, of Massachusetts, Comptroller of the Treasury.

2 Richard Rush, the Attorney General, son of Benjamin Rush, the Signer.e to be Secretary
